SUGGESTED SYLLABUS

THE SCRIPT-SELLING GAME

A Hollywood Insider’s Look At Getting Your Script Sold And Produced

By Kathie Fong Yoneda
Course Title: 
The Art of Screenplay Marketing: Getting your script sold & produced
Course Description: 

Learn the business side of screenwriting and skills needed to get your script marketed, sold, and produced.

Course Goals/Objectives:

By the end of this course you will know how to develop ideas for marketable scripts, protect your writing, present your scripts and yourself to the decision-makers in the industry, generate opportunities, and network; along with know where to find and how to select the appropriate production companies, agents, managers, consultants, writer’s groups, and internet sites to market your work.
Course Lessons/Topics:

1. Developing Ideas
Where they come from

High concept/low concept

What ‘story’ is

The ‘Blockbuster’ movie
           Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 
· Create 10 “what if” ideas for new stories – 5 ideas for movies & 5 ideas for episodes of a favorite television or cable series

2. Preparing For the Business Side of Scripting
Who the players are
Agents and production companies

Elements in a script that increase a film budget

The WGA and its importance 
            Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 

· Explore the WGA website, print a copy of both Membership Requirements & Schedule of Minimums, and bring to class for discussion
3. Pitching
Loglines

Elevator pitch

Pitch on paper

Synopsis

Big pitch
     Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 
· Write a logline, pitch, & synopsis for an already produced film and a logline, pitch, & synopsis for your own project

· The class will come up with a random logline for a project; each student will write a pitch on paper and 3pp synopsis on their “take” of the logline
4. Talking The Talk: Industry Speak

Buzz words 

Industry Terminology
      Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 

· Terminology test

5. Taking A Meeting with the Moguls
Gathering background

Planning logistics

Getting down to business

Follow up
     
Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 

· Research a production company & write a report to prepare you for a meeting

6. Making A List Checking It Twice
A 10 point checklist for a completed script 

Characters

Dialog

Structure

Target audience

Presentation

Love your story


Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 
· Look at DVD trailers for films in various genres, noting story highlights used to sell/market the movie

· Choose 3 films in your favorite genre, research them, and answer the questions on page 78 for each film

7. The Submission and Development Processes
The ‘log-in’

The ‘gatekeepers’

Coverage report

Waiting game

Creative group

Cable and network television


Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 

· Role playing in class: pitching your script

8. Beware of The Big Nine
The nine most common reasons why scripts are rejected


Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 

· Watch a film for class discussion on the finer points of story, character development/arc, dialogue, pacing, and why the movie was a hit (or not)

· Read two screenplays in different genres & write a synopsis for each

9. Walking The Walk: Creating opportunities for yourself
Fellowships

Competitions and contests


Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 
· Research writing fellowships, competitions and contests, & do a report

10. Staying Alive: Resolutions to keep you productive and challenged as a writer
Writing everyday

Creating a marketing list
Watching movies

Reading

People watching


Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 

· Sit in a crowded area (airport, restaurant, shopping mall, college campus etc.) & take notes as you ‘people watch’, come up with descriptions of two characters ~ physical appearance, personality traits, quirks, possible scenario of their relationship

11. Navigating Your Way Through The Industry Maze
What is networking?
Who does networking?
Why networking is important

How to network


Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 

· Attend a mixer or event at a local film festival & do a report on your experience & the people you meet

12. You Are Not Alone: Group Therapy for Writers
Getting the most out of writing conferences and writers groups

Assignments, Exercises, Tests:

· Research writer’s groups, pitchfests, and conferences and write a report on the ones that interest you and why

13. A Word To The Wise: Agents, Lawyers, & Consultants
Agents

Entertainment Attorneys

Managers

Script Consultants
Protecting your work


Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 

· Write a query letter for a favorite film or your own project

· Generate a marketing list of appropriate WGA-affiliated agents and producers to submit your query letter to

· Research 5 of the top script consultants in the industry and write a brief bio for each one
14. The Animation Revolution
The difference between writing for animation verses live-action
Types of animated projects

Animated Theatrical/feature film

How to write, market, and sell animation

Assignments, Exercises, Tests: 

· Watch an animated film & write a logline, pitch on paper & synopsis for it. How did it differ from a live action film?

15. Using The Internet: How the Web Can Be Your New B.F.F.
Marketing on the web

Virtual Pitching

Writing for the web

Getting your work out there

Assignments, Exercises, & Tests: 

· Choose 3 internet sites that help screenwriters market their work & write a report on each one
· Watch 3 different web series & write a report on each, delineating what it’s about, who is the audience, and what are its strengths & weaknesses
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